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1. * * 10 ow dreadful, and how aa 
5 1 A are the conteſts, which have ariſen - 
about religion? And not only among 


= x the children of this world, HF 
7 Who knew not what true reli 
gion v 25 but even among the children of Gov, 
thioſey ho had experienced the kingdom of Gop withs 
in them, who Had taſted of righteouſne/s* and p 
e FR Ghoſt. How moeny of alin 2 4 
ages, inſtead of joining together againſt the com 
mon e my Kays: turned their weapons againit « each 
other, and ſo not only waſted their precious time, 
but hurt one anothers ſpirits, weakened each others 
hands, and fo hindered the a work of their com 


mon Maſter ! How many of the weak have hereby 


been offended'?* How many of the lame turned out 
f the way ? How many finners confirmed in their 
iſregard of all religion, and their contempt of 
thefts that profeſs it? And how many of the ercel⸗: 
En ones upon ad, have been conſttaimed to un bs 
Al n 
* hat woul not every lover of Gov and his 
| X _ WO 
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1 nei 8 what would 970 


children of God? To reſtore or preſerve peace 
among them? What but a good conſcience Would 
he think too dear to part with, in order to promote 
this valuable end? And ſu ppoſe we cannot make 
theie wars to ceaſe in all the world, fuppoſe we can- 
not reconcile all the children of Gop to each other, 


however let each do what, he can, let him contri- 


| bute if it be but two mites toward it. Happy are 
px who are able in Fwy | degree to promote peace 
| good will amon pecially among good 
men ; among "thaſs 1 are * liſted under the 
banner of the Prince Peace; and are therefore pe- 
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this fore: evil? To remove. contention from the 
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culiarly enga 5 as much as lies i in them, to He- 5 


ceably with a "0 þ 
1 would | wi a . ep toward his * 
plocious end, if we could bring good men to un- 
rſtand one another. Abundance. of diſputes arif 
Purely from the want of this, from mere miſap- 
3 Frequently neither of the contend- 
ing parties underſtands what his opponent, means; 
Whence it follows, that each vio'ently attacks the 
ther while there is no real difference between 
them, And yet it is not always an eaſy, matter, 
t gonvince tliem of this. Particular 2 their 

ons are moved : it is then atten 

- utmoſt difficulty. However it is not impoſfible: 


_ eſpecially. when we attempt it, not truſting in our- 


ſelves, but having all our dependance upon Him, 
with whom all things are poſſible. Haw ſoon is. 
He able to diſperſe t the 9 92 to ſhine upon their 


earts to enable th th to underfl vol 
Hear N, and the truth 3 5 Feſus f. 


„. One ve I Wed 286. article of this ruth i is * 


pes," in t Wards above recited, This is his 
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1 he, ſhall be called, The Lord pur rigbis- 
N 2 q A — f this, which enters deep into the 
nature of Chriſtianity, and in a manner ſupports 
the whole frame of it. Of this undoubtedly may 
de affirmed, wha: Luther affirms of a truth cloſel 
connected with it, it is Articulus lantis vel cadentis 
| 3 The chriſtian church ſtands or falls with 
It is certainly the pillar and ground of that 
; faith, of which alone cometh ſalvation ; Of that 
catholic or univerſal faith, which is found in all the 
children of Gop, and: which, ** unleſs a man 
e keep whole and undefiled, without doubt hg 
| « ſhall periſh everlaſtingly.“ 
5. Might not one therefore reaſonably expect, 
thay. dowterer they differed in others, all thoſe who 
name the name of Chriſt, ſhould: agree in this 
point? But how far is this from being the caſe ? 
There is ſcarce any wherein they are ſo little 
reed: wherein thoſe who all profeſs to follow 
Chriſt; ſeem ſo widely and irreconcileably to differ. 
J fa y ſeem ; becauſe I am throughly convinced, 
Thar many of them only ſeem to differ. The 
diſagreement is more in words than in ſentiments: 
They are much nearer in judgment than in lan- 
guage. And a wide difference in language there 
certainly is, not only between proteſtant and pa- 
piſts, but between proteſtant and proteſtant; yea, 
even between thoſe who all Arn ab juſtification by 
faith ; who agree, as well in this, as every other. 
fundamental « ine of the goſpel. . 

6. But if the difference Lak more in opinion than F< 
real expreſſion, and more in e ian than in opinion, 
dow can it be, that even the i ren of Gon ſhould 
10 vehementiy contend with each other on the 
point? Several reaſons may be aſſigned for this 3 


3 chief is cheir not underſtanding one amen, 77 
a 43 . 


an attackevegs to their 


ons, and modes of expreſſ my. "TRANG 


In der: to remove this, at leaſt in e mea - 
| 13 in order to our underſtanding one another on 
| - head, I ſhall by the help — Gob eiten 

wad | : 


4 What i is the Righteouſneſs of chi; $: 


1 7 When, 15 in What ſenſe, n it is im ute 
| to us: | 

And conclude with a » Sore and plain application. 
"And I. What u the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt 75 


It is "two-fold, eicher his divine or his humans 
: tels. 


. A, His Hiviae oha dels = his ine 


ature, as he is 'O'sy He that exiſleth, ouer al, ; 


| "Go, ff for ever: The ſupreme, the eternal: 
„ Equal with the Father, as touching his God-- : 
„ head, tho' inferior to the Father, as touching 
his manhood.” Nov this is his-Gterinll, eſſential, 
immutable holineſs ; his infinite] oftice, mercy and 
truth: In all wtich He and the Pathir"art ne. 
But 1 do not app* rehend that the divine righte- | 
onſirels of- Chriſt, is immediately concerned in the 
preſent queſtion. I believe few, if any, do now 
contend, for the imputation of this righteouſneſs to 
us. Whcever believes the doctrine of imputation, 
underſtand it chiefy, if not ſolely of his human 
* 4 12 ae 
2. The human Khun t of Chriſt, blots To 
him in his human Nature ; as he is the mediator be- 
„ FR $ ret | 
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© either internal or external His. internal righteouſ⸗ 
neſs. is the image of God, ſtampt on every power 
and faculty of his ſoul. It is a copy of his divine: 
nuighteouſneſs, fo far as it can be imparted to an hus. 
man ſpirit. It is a tranfeript of the divine purityz. 
the divine juſtice, mercy and truth. It. includes 
1 love, reverence, reſignation to his Father; humi- 
1 lity, meekneſs, gentleneſs ; love to loſt mankind, =. 
and every other holy and heavenly temper: And- _ 
all cheſe in the higheſt degree, without any:defecy, ** 
or mixture of unholineſss. . oF 4 8Þ 3 
3. It was the leaſt part of his external rigbteouſueſ ,, f 
hat he did nothing amiſs ; e +2525, ll 
ward ſin of any kind, neither. was. guile found in his; 

Z month That. he never ſpoke one improper word. 
nor did one improper action. Thus far it is only a 
1 negatius righteouſneſs, tho ſuch an. one as never: 

5 did, nor ever can belong to any one that is born . 
of a woman, ſave himſelf alone. But even his 4 
_ outward righteouſneſs. was poſitive too. He ſaid all 1 
things well. In every word of his tongue, in every: I 
work of his hands, he did preciſely the will of hin "Ml 

_ "that ſent him. In the whole courſe of his life, he 1 
did che will of Gop on earth, as the angels de it 
un heaven. All he acted and ſpoke was exadthy Co 
right in every eircumſtance. The whole and every 
part of his obedience was complete. He fulfilled all 
en LL RT it”, 
- © 4+ But his obedience implied more than all this: 
855 It implied not only doing, but ſuffering . ſuffering 
the whole will of Gop, from the time he came 

_ - Into*the world, *till he bore our fins in his own bouly 
upon the tree Vea, till having made a full atone. 
ment for them, He bowed his head, and gave up 
the ghoſt, This is uſually terined the paſſe righ= 


* 


PA ot . "*; 


ah. 


buſneſs. But as the aQive and paſlive righteouſ- 
neſs of Chriſt were never in fact ſeparated from 
E each other, ſo we never need ſeparate them at all 


either in ſpeaking or even in thinking. And „ 
with regard to both theſe 5 chat Jeſus is. 


5 Called, T. Lord our righteouſneſs. .. 


TW... 


II. But * is it, chat any of us may l fax, 


The Lord our A 5 In other words, When 


is it that the rightequineſs of Chriſt is nn to 
_ 5 0 in What ſenſe 1 is it ns 11 


78 7 2 thro! eee eee ee ad 


therein are either believers or unbelievers.” The 
Kirſt thing then which admits of no diſpute. among 
- zeafonable men is this: To all believers the righ- 
a teouſneſs of. Chriſt i is iaputed! to undelie vers it is 
456 But en is it e 1. When how be- 
lieve. In that very hour the righteouſneſs of 


Ohriſt is cheirs. It. is imputed to every one that 


believes, as ſoon as he believes: faith and the 
nighteduſneſs of Chriſt are inſeparable. For if he 


z believes according to ſcripture, he believes in the | 
.-Fighteouineſs of Chriſt. There is no. true faith, 
that is, juſtifying faith, which hath not nene. 


ouſneſs of Chriſt for its object. 
2. It is true, believers may not all ſpeak alike. ; 


they may not all uſe the ſame language. It is not ; 
to be expected that they ſhould”: we cannot rea- _ 
ſonably require it of them. A thouſand circum- 


ſances may cauſe them to vary from each other, 
in the manner of expreſſing themſelves. But a dif- 


ſerence of expreſſion does not neceſſarily imply a 


Aifference 4 aint, Different perſons may uſe. 


5b differens 
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different cp and yet u mean the N thing. 
Nothing is more common than this, 3 " 
ſeldom made ſufficient allowance for it. N 
is not eaſy for the ſame perſons, when they 
of the fame thing at a conſiderable diſtance of time, 


to. uſe 8 the fame expreſſions, even though - 
e ſame ſentiments, How then can- 
ve be rigorous, in requiring others, to uſe Jul WS; 


they retain 


ſame expreſſions with us ? 


We may go a, ſtep farther Men ma 
aft from us, i d their opinions pt as coy 


expreſſions, and Seren be partakers with us, 
of the ſame precious faith. Tis poſtible they may 


not have a CHEST ehenſion, of the very bleſſing _ 


which they enjoy. Their zdeas may not be fo clear, 


* 
OY 
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the manner 'of their education. 


and yet their experience may be as ſound as * 


There i is a wide difference between the natural fa- 5 


culties of men, their again 2, eh in particy 


And char $Fcrence is 1 7 no dy 


may occafion an inconceivable difference, in their 
opinions of various kinds, And why not, upon 


_ this head,” as well as on any other? But ftilly - 


though their opinions as well as expreſſions, may 
de confuſed and 1 inaccurate, their hearts rg 6p 
tru] 1 


to Gop through the Son of his love, and 
Intereſted i in his righteouſneſs. 7 


4. Let us then make all that ollaivance to pe TY 
which were we in their place, we ſhould deſire for 
ourſelves. Who is ignorant (to touch again on 


chat circumftance only) of the amazing power. of 


education? And — 5 that Knows it, can expect, | 
ſuppoſe, * à member of the church of Rome, either hs. 
to think or ſpeak clearly on this ſubject? And yet 
if we bad heard even dying Bellarmine ery out, 


when he u Was 85871 « Unto 2 which of the ſaints ths 
4 s 
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WP 10 * * % 75 25 15 
Yu Re, 10 Fidrre meritis. Chrin ;tuti] * — 1 
s ſaſeſt t truſt in the merits of fo ta 3 Was | 
we Have affirm'd, "That notwithſtanding his Wrong : 
opinlons, he Had no ſhare i in bis ri Sbtegufneſs ? . 
F. But in what ſenſe is this = hteouſneſs i im? 1 
5 puted to believers?ꝰ In this: Al belieyers _ 
„ iven and accepted, not for the ſake of any thing, 
in them, or of any thing that ever was, that is, or ; 
cher can be done by them, but Wholly and ſolely | 
for the ſake of 55 Chriſt hath done. —_ ſuffered  -_ F 
for them. eig not for Fore fake. of ans * * 
[- thin in Nah or 75 them, 0 f their own ri h- 
ted nels or Works, aj, ar works 4 raghteouſn 
which we have. lone, ' but of tus. own, mer ” US. 
By er ye are ſaved thro faith,” 255 of —. 4 
an 2 # ſhould Legt: But bein and ſolely for the 

what Chriſt hath "done: TN 7 1 for us. 
We 8 Teely, by bi . :thrg' 


tn that is in Chrift feu. And. this ee 
means of ohr 514 225 the. 198 85 ia or only. E 
= our pon rein, It is thus we. 2999 25 
Go. at Kalte is. by the ſane ab $62 unto him 
Pl after, Nec] wall jt one, and oY mo nete and .0- 
' Bving way, till our ſpirit returns: to Go 5 
5 405 this 1 18 the a Which 7 ve con- | 
fantly_ belieyed and ty for near eight and 
twenty years. This I publiſhed to all, the put lg in 3 5 
the 2 gar 1738, and 3. 15 "twelve ; And onde in 
E Words, and many others to the ſame effect, 
extracted from the homilies of our church. 6 Theſe | 
things muſt neceſſarily go together in our juſtifica- : 
tion, 18 Gop's, part his great meroy and grace, 
upon Ohriſt's part, the fatisfaction: of, God's jule : 
tice, 2nd on our, part, faith in NE the merits. | 
on 


i Chrit. 80 that 151 297 of doth not ſhut 
a. the rig els of God i in our e 
; u 


3 


ee, Wübeth out the r ighteouſneſs of a, 
8 our roftiication,” 

That we 55 juſtified, by faith alone, is ſpoken _ 

to take away clearly all merit of our Works, and 

| Wholly to aſeribe the merit and. 1 1 of our 

jüſtiffcation to Chriſt only. r ju iflcatien 

comes freely. of the mere mercy "of G ob. For 


toward our ranſom, it pleaſed Him, without: any 
of our deſerving, to prepare for us Chriſt's bod body 
aid blood, whereby dür ranſom might be paic 


Cs hg F al them that. truly, believe in 
* wa 
1 Tue hymns ' Büchen a year or two! after 
+ al and PRO "republiſhed ſeveral times (a cle 

_ teſtinion) that m TRACTOR): was. ſtill che poo 


ſpeak full to the ſame purpoſe. To eite all the 


Paflages to this Re, would be. to tranſcribe 2. 


great part of the yolumes, Take one for all, which 
” 1% Was e ſeven. years 850 rap Wa: e 
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1 St g 805 and ſome months fin 


. Jeu, thy blood and 8 IF | | 


55 50 beauty are, mi glorious « dreſs: 


Wich Joy Thall I lift up mine. hea 
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Einnir to the end . 


whereas all. the world was not able to pay any Pk : 


* his juſtice ſatisfied. Chriſt e is no 


falt flaming. worlds in theſe : arra 2 g 5 | 5 | 


The w. ole. e 55 aps cannon fom "ow 


u [ant 2 not imputng . to them thei 180 ; 
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9 1 baer 85 that for the ſake of his well-belaved; 
Son,” of what he hath done and ſuffered for us, 
| Gop now vouchſafes on one only condition (which 
himſelf alſo enables us-to perform) both to remit.” 
© the puniſhment due to our fins, to re. inſtate us in 
haus favour, and to reſtore our dead fouls 9 ee 
£27 . 1.2 Tir i earneſt of eternal, bg} pe" 
is is more larpely and, [particu] ar e 
PN in the treatiſe, en jüdifedn, which 8 
+ liſhed laſt year, If we take the phraſe of impu- 
ing * righteouſagſi, er the beſtowing (as 3 
were) the righteouſneſs o Chriſt, including his. 1 
 abedience, as well paſſive 48 active in the return _ 
80 it; that 15, in the privileges, bleflings and h ne- 
fits purchaſed by it: ſo a believer may be ſaid to 
De juſtified, by the Pebtevufug os of "Chr: iſt imputed. 
The 'meanin Gep juſtifes the believer, for. 
the ſake of Geier ri ohicouſiteſs, and not for any 
ighteouſneſs of his 9 Fe 80 Calvin (Inftit. I. a. 
© ©; 1.) Chriſt by his obedience Gen ee and 
metrited for us grace or favour with Gop the Fa- 
ther. Again, - © Chriſt by his obedience procured  |K 
or purchaſed ebe for us.“ And yet 7 1 
again: * All ſuch expreflions as theſe, That wee . 
are juſtified by the grace of Gov, that Chriſt is 
dur 3 that righteouſneſs was procured 
for us by the death and reſurrection of Chriſt, im- 
port the ſame thing: Namely, that the righteouſ- 
neſs of Chriſt, both his active and paſfive righteouſ- 
| ebineſs, is the meritorious cauſe of our juſtifica - 7 
=! tion, and haie procured for us at Gop's hand, that 
upon our believing, we ſhould be accounted ches. 
—_ ous by him.” p. 5. : 
10. But perhaps e will object, 40 Nay, "but 
_] you 'affirm, that Faith i is imputed to tis for rightgouſe... WT. 
_— Wes! mw on this over and over ; e 
_ if wanne 1 * STOR BITS 
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are the language of every believing heart. 


\ 
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fore affirmiit too. Faith is imputed for richte⸗ 


ouſneſs to every believer; namely, faith in th 
righteouſneſs of Chriſt. But this is exactly the 
"fame thing, which has been ſaid before. For-bys | 

that expreſſion, I mean neither more nor leſs, 
than that we are juſtified by faith, not by works: 


Or that every believer is forgiven and accepted, 


merely for the ſake of what Chriſt has done and 


. 


11. But is not a believer, inveſted or cloath- 
ed with the righteouſneſs of Chriſt ?*” Undoubtedly 


he is. And accordingly the words before recited, ' 


„ FE 8 
é ſeſus, thy blood and righteouſneſs 
My beauty are, my glorious dreſs.“ 


That is, for the ſake of thy active and paſſive + 
righteouſneſs, I am forgiven and accepted of 
God. But muſt not we put off the filthy 
rags of our own righteouſneſs?” Certainly: we 
mutt ; that is, in plain terms, we muſt repent, - 
before we can believe the goſpel. We muſt be cut 
off from dependence upon ourſelves, before we 
can truly ho” 5 upon Chriſt, We muſt caft 
away all confidence in our own righteouſneſs, or 
we cannot have a true confidence in His. Till 
we are delivered from truſting in any thing that 
we do, we cannat throughly truſt in what he has 
done and ſuffered. Firſt we receiue the ſentence of 


death in aur ſelues; then we truſt in him that lived 
and died for us. gs 


* 


12. But do not you believe inherent righte- 
duſneſs ?] Yes, in its proper place; Not, as the 
ground of our acceptance with Gon, but as the 

Fruit of it: Not in the place of imputed righteouſ 
neſs, but 6 upon it. That is, I be- 
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= nene Gon . rĩ ü in every one to 
1 hom he imputed it. I believe Jeſus Chriſt: is 


made of God unto us ſanfification, as well as righ-" 

teouſnels : : or, that God ſanctifies, as well 4s 

juſtifies, all them that believe in him. They to 

CR OG the righteouſneſs. of Chriſt is imputed, are 
. made righteous by the ſpirit of Chriſt; are renewed” 

Af in the image of Gon, after the likeneſs. wherens they: ; 
= were created, in righteguſneſs and true holineſs. 
1 13. But do not you put faith in the room 4496 

Chriſt, or of his righteouſneſs ?“ By no means, I 
take particular care to put each of theſe in its pro- 

per place. The righteouſneſs of Chriſt is the whole 

and ſole faundation of all our hope. It is by faith 

that the Holy Ghoſt enables us, to build upon this 

foundation, God gives this faith. In that mo- 

ment we are accepted of God : and yet, not for 
the ſake of that faith, but of what Chriſt has done 
and ſuffered for us. You ſee, each of theſe has its 
proper place, and neither claſhes with the other: 
We believe, we love; weendeavour to walk in all 

: ans commandments . of the Lord ee e 


While thus we "as 
Our moments below, 
Ourſelves we forſake, 
A refuge in Jeſus's righteouſneſs take. 
2022 He palon gloss, : 
The foundation we own: . p Ne 9% 
And pardon we claim 5 
3 eternal . in Jeſus 8 name. . 
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a 13. 1 ts no mope deny the ri ieee 

of brit, then I deny the Godhead of Chriſt, -> 

And a man may full as juſtly. charge me with de- 
8 * n Nei ther do 1 der: + 
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7 ; feruples not to fay. Imputed righteouſneſs, is im- 
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5 pmeputed Se 8 This is another unkind and 
- unjuſt accuſation. I always did, and do ſtill con- 
| 2 affirm, That the rightenuſneſs of Ohriſt 


mputed to every believer. But who does deny 


1 Why Wr al inſarli, whether baptized or unbap- 


tized: alt who affirm the glorious goſpel of our 
Lord Jeſus Chiilt to be @ cunningly deviſed. fable. 
All Socinians and Arians; all who ny the ſupreme 
Godhead of the Lord that bought them. They of 
conſequence deny his divine righteouſneſs, as wc 
ſuppoſe him to be a mere creature. And they deny 


his human righteouſneſs, as imputed to any man, 


feeing they believe every one is accepted for his own 


| * 7005. 


de human righteouſneſs of Chriſt; at leaſt 


— imputation of it, as the whole and ſole merito- 


rious cauſe, of the juſtification of a ſinner before 
Gop,-is : likewiſe denied by the members of the 
church of Rome: by all of them who are true to 
the principles of their oπõn church. Butundoubt- 
edly there are many among them, whole experience 
goes beyond their . Who, tho' they are 


far from expreffing themſelves juſtly, yet feel whay 
they know not how to expreſs. Yea, although _ 


their conceptions of this great truth, be as crude 
as their expreſſions,” yet with their heart they believe ; 


they reſt on Chriſt alone, both unto ere amd 


eternal ſal vation. 
16. With theſe we may a W even in . 
reformed churches, who are uſually termed AH 


: _ One of the chief of theſe in the preſent cen- 


(at leaſt in England) was Mr. Law. It is 
wel known that he Absblutely and zealouſly de- 
nied, the imputa: ion of the - righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt: As zealouſly as Robert Barclay, who - 
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poutedd nonſenſe “' The body of the-peopleiknown + 
dy the name of Quakers, eſpouſe the ſame ſenti- 

Y ment. Nay, the generality of thoſe who profeſse 
1 them ſelves members of the church "of © England, are 
either totally ignorant of the matter, and know = 

nothing about imputed righteouſneſs, or deny this 
and juftification by faith together, as deſtructive of 
good works. To theſe we may add a conſiderable 
number of the people vulgarly ſtiled Anabaptiſts, 
together with thouſands of Preſbyterians and Inde- 
dents, lately enlightened by the writings f 
Dr. Taylor: On the laſt I am not called to pals _ 
any ſentence: I leave them to Him that made them. 
But will any one dare to affirm, That all Myſtics, 
(uch as was Mr. Law in particular) all Quakers, 
all Prefbyterians or Independents, and all members 
ot the church of England, who are not clear in | 
their opinions or expreſſions, are void of all chrift= | - 
zan experience? That conſequently they are all in 
à ſtate of damnation, ꝛuithous hope, without Goo 
in the world? However confuſed their ideas may 
be, however improper. the language, may there 


not be many of them whoſe heart is right towards 
=_— Gop, and who effectually know the Lord our 


3 $ 5 — rigbteouſneſ7. 412925 7 IDES X's e 

' 15. But blefled be Gop, we are not among 
thole who are ſo dark in their conceptions and ex- 
preſſions. We no more deny the phraſe than the 

ung; but we are unwilling to obtrude it on other 
men. Let them uſe either this or ſuch other ex- 
preſſion as they judge to be more exactly ſcriptu- 
ral, provided their Jeart reſt only on what Chriſt 
bath done and ſuffcred, for pardon, grace, and 

glory. I cannot expreſs this better than in Mr. 

=_ — 8 words, worthy to be wrote in letters of 

gold. We arc not ſolicitous as to any particular 
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doubtedly in the way to a bleſſed immortality.” -, a IJ 
18 Is there any need, is there any poſſibility of 


merits, are in the way to a bleſied immortality :?? 


6 Whoever: refuſes fo. to do, ſet a mark upon that 
Iſrael, a diſturber of > 8 church of Gp. 7 
a this; left any ſhould uſe the phraſe, < The righte- 


neſs. We have known this done a thouſand times. 


neſs. O, ſaid he, I pretend to no righteouſneſs, 


not inherit the 2 of Gop. He replies with 


though a man be as far from the practice as from 
the tem 


walks as he walked, 1 be. has armour of proof a- 


og criminals at Chriſt's feet, let them rely as 
— penſioners on his merits, and they are un- 


4 Ee ? Let us only abide by thin declaration, 
the contention about this. or that particular 

mr is torn up by the roots. Keep to this; 

„% All who are humbled as repenting criminals at 

Chriſt's feet, and rely as devoted a on his 


And what room for diſpute ? Who denies this ? 
Do not we all meet on this ground? What then 
ſhall we wrangle about? A man of peace here 
propoſes terms of accommodation to ali contending 


parties. We defire no better. We accept of the 


terms. We ſubſcribe to them with heart and hand. 
man He is an enemy of peace, and eee 
19. In the mean time, what we are afraid of -i is. 


ouſneſs of Chriſt,” or, Therighteouſneſs of Chriſt 
is imputed to me, as a cover for his unrighteouſ- 


A man has been reproved, - ſuppoſe, for drunken af q 


of my own - Chriſt is my rigbteouſueſs- Amother, 
has been told, that the extortioner, the unjuſt, ſhall 


all aſſurance. I am unjuſt in *myſelF, but I 
have a ſpotleſs righteouſneſs in Chriſt,” And thus 


pers of a Chriſtian, though he neither bas 
the mind which was in Chriſt, nor in any % N 


gainſt 
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DD e e aan ſo many y-dophorable ane 1 
: of f this kind, which makes us af in the uſe or | 
theſe exprefons, - And I cannot but eat aipontall 
pf you, who uſe them frequently, and beſeech'you 
in the name of Gop our Saviour, whoſe you are 
and whom you ſerve, earneſtly to guard all that 
hear you, againſt _ accurſed abuſe of it. O 
warn them (it mit he will hear your voice} 
a gainſt continuing et grace may abound =” _ 
1 Warn them n . Chrif ft the miniſter of for! N 
=. Againſt making void dun Klee decree of G 41 
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1 without 4 # no — _ ee the Lord, by à vain 
* imagination of being brit. O Warn . 
mdmumat if they remain DE akon, 2 righteoufneſs | 
of Chrift will profit them nothing! Cry aloud,  F© 
(Is there not a cauſe ?) that for this e = [oo 
rigiteouſneſs of Chriſt is imputed to us, thatube 
rig bteouſneſ of the lato may be fulfilled in us, and that 
we may * pron 4 aud rr N 
nt wor ö 5 
= - the It remains only, to make a ſhort and plain Ip 
=—  * plication, And firſt I would addreſs myſelf to you, 
of who violently oppoſe theſe expreſſions, and are. 
ready to condemn all that uſe them as Antinomi- 
= pH 4 is not this bending the bow too much the 
5 ? Why ſhould vou condemn all who 
2 22 not 2 jun as you do? Why ſhould you 
* * quarrel with them, for uſing the Waal they like, 
an more than they with hen, for taking the ſame 
— ney Or if they do quarrel with you upon that 
49 FO account, do not imitate the bigotry which you 
Un bdlame. At leaſt allow them the Ades ty, which | 
 ., _they ought to allow you. And why ſhoule Mee BR . * 
angry at an — „ O, it has been abuſed.. 
8 * And 
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And vchat expreſſion has not? However the abuſa 
may be removed, and at the ſame time the uſe re- 
ſenſe which is couched, under that expreſſion. All 

4 -- the bleſſings «> enjoy, all I hope for, in time and 
3 in eternity, are given wholly and ſolely for the ſake. 
J of what Chriſt has done and ſuffered for me. 

HY I would, ſecondly, add a few words, to you 
uo are fond of theſe expreſſions. And permit me 
| » toe aſk, Do not I allow enough ? What can any 
 _. reaſonable man defire more? I allow the Whole 

{oe which you contend for: that we have every 

bleſſing through the righteouſneſs of Ged our Saviour, | 
I allow you to uſe whatever expreſſions you chuſe, 

„ and that a thouſand. times over: Only guarding 
them againſt that dreadful abuſe, which you are 
" | © as deeply concerned to prevent as I am. { myſelf © 
frequently uſe the expreſſion in queſtion, puted. | 

s _. » 71ghtecuſneſs And often put this and the like ex- 

preſñons into the mouth of a whole congre- 
gation. But allow me liberty of conſcience herein 

Allow me the right of private judgment. Allow ; 

me to uſe it juſt as often as I judge it preferable ta 

any other expreſſion. And be not angry with me 
of [ cannot judge it proper, to uſe any one expreſ- 
ſion every two minutes. You may if you pleaſe ; 
but do not condemn me, becauſe I do not. Do not 
for this, repreſent me as à Papiſt, or, an enemy 

to the righteouſneſs of Chriſt.” Bear with me, as 
I do with ex: elſe how ſhall we fulfil the law of 

Chriſt ? Do not make tragical outcries, as tho” 1 
was Subyerting the very foundations of Chrif- 
© tianity. “ Whoever does this, does me much 
1 wrong: the Lord lay it not to his charge I lay, 
4 and have done for many years, the very ſame 
fcaundation with you. And indeed other foundation 
9 "4 , | Who ; can 
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en ne man lay, than thut which-is laid, even 
brit. I build inward and outward holinefsthere- 


on, as you do, even 2 faith. Do not therefore 
ſuffer any diſtaſte or unkindneſs, no, nor any ſhy- 
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neſs or coldneſs in your heart. If there were a diff. ” . 


ference of opinion, where is our religion, if we can- 


not think and let think ? What hinders, but you may _ 


forgive me, as eahily as I may forgive you Ho .] 
much more, when there is only a difference of er- 
preſſion ? Nay, hardly ſo much as That? All the 
diſpute being only, whether a particular mode of 
expreſſion, wall be uſed more or leſs frequently ? _ 
- Surely we muſt earne/ly defire to contend with one 
another, before we can make this a bone of con- 


tention ! O let us not any more, for ſuch very 


trifles as theſe, give our common enemies room to 

blaſpheme ! Rather let us at length cut off occaſion 
from them that ſeek occaſion ! Let us at length (O 
' why was it not done before?) join hearts and hands 
in the ſervice of our Great Maſter. As we have 

ons Lord, one faith, one 8 our calling, let us 

all ſtrengthen each others hands in God, and with 

one heart and one mouth declare to all mankind. 
" "tbe Lord our Righteouſneſs, 
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